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Week 9 – Foundation

Areas of Development and Learning:
Knowledge and understanding of the world / Emotional development

Focus:
Starting school in another country

Key language:
N/A

	1	 Remind the children of their first day at school and how it might have felt. Ask them whether they 
think children go to school in other countries. 

		  Explain that children all over the world start school but that schools and classrooms can look very 
different. You might also explain to them that in some countries children have to walk a very long 
way to get to a school. In those classrooms there might only be tables and chairs or benches and a 
board at the front for the teacher to write upon. In some parts of the world children don’t have a 
school to go to, of course.

	2	 Encourage the children to look around the classroom and notice the furniture and equipment – 
carpets, tables, chairs, white board, pegs for coats etc. Next ask the children to look at the thing / 
area that they like best in the classroom – eg, reading corner, home corner etc, then second best etc. 

	3	 Show images and video clips of children starting school in different countries.

	4	 Pause the clips as appropriate to ask the children questions such as:

-	 Does x go to school on a bus or in a car 
	 or on a bike?
-	 Are there many cars outside the school?
-	 What does he do at school?
-	 Does he play?
-	 Is there an outdoor play area?
-	 Could you see a home corner?

	5	 You could extend the discussion by finding 
similarities and differences between their 
own classroom and the ones that they have 
just seen on the clips.

Resources
Images and video clips
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Resources
Flashcards of animals = 3 of each family
IWB sorting activity
Mini flashcards of animals for children to sort

Week 24 – Foundation

Areas of Development and Learning:
Problem solving, reasoning and numeracy

Focus:
Sorting objects, recap of family members, working out meaning through similarities between languages, 
and recognising that words in the foreign language are pronounced differently.

Key language:
Mum, Dad (e.g. Papa, Maman/Papá, Mamá)

	1	 Show on flashcards images of Papa Eléphant, Maman Eléphant, Bébé Eléphant. Then show images of 
Papa Crocodile, Maman Crocodile, Bébé Crocodile. Next show images of Papa Lion, Maman Lion 
and Bébé Lion. Finally, show images of Papa Girafe, Maman Girafe, Bébé Girafe. By the time you 
reach the last group, encourage the children to join in with you as you name the family members. 
Draw the children’s attention to the way the animal words sound a bit like the English words but 
said in a French way!

	2	 On IWB invite children to sort the animals into family groups.

	3	 Give children a set of mini flashcards to sort into groups. As you work with them, encourage 
them to say the names of the family members and animals. Hopefully they will try to imitate your 
pronunciation. They could count the animals too as they sort them into groups – un, deux, trois for 
each group.



Week

Page 5© Copyright La Jolie Ronde Ltd. 2010. This page cannot be photocopied. Only to be used within the purchasing institution.

1

Resources
DVD clips
Appendix A information on birthday celebrations in other countries
Song CD

Week 1 – Year 1

Objectives:
Deepen knowledge and understanding of celebrations in different cultures
Recognise that birthdays are milestones for children and are celebrated all over the world

Key language:
N/A

	1	 Talk about how birthdays are celebrated in the UK – mention present giving, special food, birthday 
cake and candles, parties, family meal. Ask children if they have any other ideas to add from 
their family experiences. Children might mention celebrating birthdays of older family members, 
grandparents etc. If there are children in the group from other countries / cultures they could share 
details of how birthdays are celebrated at home.

	2	 Show children some DVD clips of birthday celebrations from three countries and use Appendix A 
to talk about some of the things that children have seen on the videos.

	3	 Use the song CD to teach children the birthday song – ‘Bon Anniversaire’. Spanish and Italian 
versions are available on the supplementary song CD. The song is sung to the tune of ‘Happy 
Birthday to you! ’ which the children will recognise.

	4	 The birthday song can be sung throughout the year each time a member of the class has a birthday 
to celebrate.
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Resources
Song CD
Flashcards or real food items
IWB CD for song lyrics

Week 5 – Year 1

Objectives:
Listen to and join in singing a simple song, reinforcing some new language expressing likes and dislikes

Key language:
Accepting and reacting to food (e.g. Oui merci, Miam, miam/Sí gracias, Ñam, ñam)

	1	 Explain to the children that they will listen to a song and show the food items that occur in the song 
– chocolate, green apple, banana, grapes

	2	 Play the song: 
Du chocolat, miam miam! 
Une pomme verte, délicieux! 
Une banane, oui merci! 
Des raisins, mmmm, super!

	3	 Play the song again, holding up the food items as they occur in the song. 

	4	 Add actions for the following: 
Miam, miam! – rubbing tummy 
Délicieux! - thumbs up 
Oui, merci – nodding head 
Mmmm super! – lifting both hands in the air

	5	 Invite volunteers to the front to lift the food items as they are mentioned in the song, whilst the 
rest of the group perform the actions.

	6	 Invite a group to perform the actions for the rest of the class.
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&24
23

Resources
Ppt presentation on IWB
Internet access
Song CD

Week 23&24 – Year 1

Objectives:
Deepen intercultural understanding about festivals and celebrations in other cultures

Key language:
N/A

	1	 Explain to the children that the Chinese New Year is celebrated at a different time to the New Year 
celebrated in this country, which always falls on the first day in January.  You might share with the 
children the following dates so that they can recognize that New Year’s Day for the Chinese New 
Year is celebrated around January / February but not on the same day each year: 
2005 – Feb 9; 2006 – Jan 29; 2007 – Feb 18 etc.; 2010 – Feb 14; 2011 – Feb 3; 2012 – Jan 23.  
The dates and information are available on a ppt presentation, included on the IWB CD.

  	2	 Using the ppt, share with the children the 12 animal names that are allocated to each 
year and identify which animal will represent the new year approaching: 
2008 – Rat; 2009 – Ox; 2010 – Tiger; 2011 – Hare; 2012 – Dragon; 2013 – Snake; 
2014 – Horse; 2015 – Ram; 2016 – Monkey; 2017 – Rooster; 2018 – Dog; 2019 – Pig.

	1	 (A difficult concept for very young children to understand but might be of interest to the teacher:  
The Chinese system makes it easy because you don’t have to remember your age, just the year 
when you were born! In 2009 everyone born in the Year of the Rat was either 2, 14, 26, 38, 50, 62, 
74, 86 or 98. This makes it easy for older people who might not always remember their exact age! !)

 	3	 As part of the New Year celebrations, Chinese people send each other cards.  You can find a 
selection of Chinese New Year cards on the internet and children might like to print one or two 
out to make their own Chinese New Year card.

	1	 Another tradition is to put up a ‘chun lian’ at the front of the house.  This is a piece of beautiful 
writing, which typically contains a happy, hopeful message about the new year to come and about 
the arrival of Spring. It may include words such as:

		  ‘Winter gone mountain clear water sparkle’  Or  ‘Spring comes bird sings’
		  You can easily find examples of these to show the children by using a search engine and typing the 

words ‘chun lian’.

 	4	 Ask the children to think in pairs what words they might like to include in a chun lian of their own.  
This could be a creative activity where children reflect on all the words connected to Spring, hope 
and new life.

 	5	 Use the song CD to teach the children a Chinese New Year song.
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Resources
Beanbags
Song CD
IWB resources for lesson 30

Week 30 – Year 1

Objectives:
Recognize and apply patterns

Key language:
Red, Blue (e.g. Rouge, Bleu/Rojo, Azul)

	1	 Show the children two coloured bean bags – rouge (red) and bleu (blue)

	2	 Encourage the children to say the French words with you as you lift up each beanbag in turn.

	3	 Listen to the simple song on the song CD which practises the words for the two colours. It is sung 
to the tune of Frère Jacques. 
 
Rouge, rouge, bleu, bleu 
Rouge, rouge, bleu bleu 
Bleu, bleu, rouge 
Bleu, bleu, rouge 
Bleu, bleu, rouge, bleu 
Bleu, bleu, rouge, bleu 
Rouge, rouge, bleu 
Rouge, rouge, bleu.

	4	 Show some coloured patterns on the IWB (in a series of circles) and chant the colours in the order. 
See if the children can spot the different patterns in each sequence displayed on each slide: 
 
Eg rouge, rouge, bleu, rouge, rouge, bleu, rouge, rouge, bleu 
 
Children could also 
clap as they chant the 
colours in each sequence.


